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Welcome to
Jack Chambers!

Dear Families,

We would like to take the opportunity to welcome you to Kindergarten at Jack Chambers P.S. We know this is an
important step for you and your child as you become Jack Chambers Chargers! We hope this information can
answer some of the questions you might have regarding what to expect in kindergarten.

School Hours 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Kindergarten children will enter and exit the doors off their classrooms. The kindergarten doors are number 6
and 8. Please be diligent about arriving and picking up on time to make sure that your child does not miss out on
our program. Note that all late arrivals (after 9 am)/early pick-ups (prior to 3:30) must report to the main office
at the school front doors.
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vzﬁ ﬁ If you need before and/or after school care, the Jack Chambers Children’s Centre
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runs a program through London Children’s Connection (519-850-0744).
9:00 am - Entry Bell
3:30 pm - Dismissal
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The First Day of School

We recognize the first day is an important, yet sometimes exciting or scary, step for your child and you. We
strongly encourage that your child’s first day be as routine as possible. Parents are asked to say good-bye at the
Kindergarten door and not enter the classroom or school with your child. This is to develop independence in our
students and reduce congestion in the small coatroom area. Even if your child is upset, the tears and upset will
be short lived once parents leave. If your child continues to be upset throughout the day, we will call to let you
know.

When you enter the school yard on your assigned start day, there will be signs on pylons for each grade around
the yard. Gather, using social distance, at the kindergarten sign. At 9 am a teacher will start to gather the
children in their class and then take the students into the school to start their day.

Staggered Start

All Second Year Kindergarten students will start on Wednesday of the first week of school. The First Year
Kindergarten students (Junior Kindergarten) will be assigned to start either Thursday or Friday depending on last
name. A — L will begin Thursday, September 5, with M - Z joining on Friday, September 6. Once your child
attends their first day, they will continue to attend.




Your Child will need:

e A backpack large enough to fit a library book and lunch bag

e Alarge, insulated lunch bag to keep all snacks and lunch cold for the
duration of the day

e Are-useable water bottle brought filled each day to school

e A pair of indoor shoes that do not require tying laces and have non-marking
soles for inside and gym that will be left at school

e A change of clothes (underwear, pants, socks, shirt)

e Qutdoor clothing appropriate for participation in activities in all weather

e Please label all clothing and shoes to prevent them from landing in the Lost and Found. (Labels with your
child’s name can be purchased. If done through Mabel’s Labels @
https://mabelslabels.ca/en CA/fundraising/support/ , Jack Chambers will benefit from your purchase of

these durable labels) bels labels

Nutrition Breaks

The children will eat in their classroom each day with a supervising staff member. Each day we
have two nutritional breaks (balanced day schedule). Please send a nutritious, nut-free lunch
that is easy for your child to manage (ie. Child size portions, easy to open packages, re-sealable
bags and containers). Please practice so that your child is able to open their own containers
and wrappers.

Try to include foods from each of the food groups and use an insulated bag or cold packs to keep them safe.
Please send more food items than you think your child may need and we will return any uneaten food. We
would rather children have some snack choices, than find they are hungry in the afternoon and have nothing left
to eat. Each student should have their own reusable water bottle so they have water available throughout the
day. Please label all waterbottles and food containers.

Outdoor Education

Children will be going outside daily throughout the year. Outdoor learning is a part of the Kindergarten program.
Children will need clothing that allows them to participate in the outdoor program in any weather, including cold
and rainy days. Rubber boots, splash pants, hats, and extra mittens will ensure they don’t miss out on any of the
messy fun! Please be sure to label all outerwear and footwear with your child’s name.

Drop Off and Pick Up

Students will line up outside their exterior classroom door (Door 6 or 8) and parents are
asked to wait with their child until the bell rings at 9:00 am. There is staff supervision on the
yard starting at 8:45 am. Students will be dismissed from their exterior door at 3:30 pm.
Please ensure that your child’s teacher knows if someone different will be picking up your
child. Staff will only let children be dismissed with an alternate person with permission
communicated from you.

Ensuring that your child is picked up by only those who have permission is important. We ask that you fill out
and keep updated who has permission to pick up your child at the end of the school day.



https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/
https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/fundraising/support/

Parent Portal

Please ensure the school has your accurate email address so you can receive emails from our Board and school
using this program. The parent portal information is located on the TVDSB website @
https://schoolapps2.tvdsb.ca/parents/tvdsb parents/ The Parent Portal provides access to your child’s report
cards and for you to update medical and personal information at the beginning of each year. If your child has any
of the following prevalent medical conditions: Asthma, Diabetes, Epilepsy, Risk for Anaphylaxis or any other
health condition, please declare this information in the Parent Portal. You will be prompted to complete an
Individual Plan of Care for your student.

Attendance and School Messenger System

Report an absence:
If your child is going to be absent, notify the school by:
1. SchoolMessenger Attendance Reporting System
2. Call the toll free number: 1-844-305-3756
3. Report the absence through our smartphone mobile application:

O  App Store: SchoolMessenger
e} Google Play: SchoolMessenger

Students who attend school regularly tend to be more engaged in their learning, feel more connected to the
school and have better academic outcomes than students who miss a lot of school. For more information
regarding creating an account or reporting your child's absence, please see our Step By Step Guide (the link is
also located on our school website).

Communication

Communication between home and school is essential. Early in September your child’s teacher will provide
information on how they will communicate school information with you, and also the best way to communicate
with them. The school also offers an informative website located at Jack Chambers Public School as well
teachers will use the program SchoolMessenger, Brightspace or Google Classroom. Please watch for sign in
details to be sent home by your child’s teacher.

Each student is given a bag that will bring home letters, information, work, order forms and books. The bag is to
be returned each day after you have read and processed the contents in addition to the electronic
communication with each family to keep you informed and share information. Please reach out if you need
support with the communication method to get it working.

Getting Ready for School

The most important thing you can do to prepare your child for school is to help them to be as independent as
possible with daily tasks. Children should be able to go to the washroom (and wipe) independently. Accidents
can happen, so please ensure your child has a change of clothes at school. If accidents are significant, you may
be contacted by the school and expected to pick up your child. They will also need to dress themselves for
outside, put on their shoes, open and eat their lunch with minimal assistance.

Providing practice using pencils, crayons, and scissors, being exposed to books and story time, writing and
drawing, and just simply talking to your child about their experiences will help prepare them for the more
academic aspects of school.

If your child is accustomed to being home with a family member during the day, begin to prepare them for
longer separations. Attending playgroups, camps or other activities where an adult other than the caregiver is
present is also a wonderful way to build independence for your child. Adding routine and structure to their day
wherever possible will help them to adjust to the structured environment of school more easily. Finally,
establishing an appropriate bedtime well before school starts will help to ensure they are fresh, happy, and
ready for school each morning.


https://schoolapps2.tvdsb.ca/parents/tvdsb_parents/
https://www.tvdsb.ca/SchoolMessenger
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/schoolmessenger-infocenter/id978894818?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.schoolmessenger.recipient
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/parents/school-messenger-step-by-step-guide.aspx
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/parents/school-messenger-step-by-step-guide.aspx
https://jackchambers.tvdsb.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/our-board/technology-and-software-support.aspx?_mid_=65869
https://www.d2l.com/k-12/
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/our-board/technology-and-software-support.aspx

Iliness and Precautions

It is extremely important that children with symptoms of illness do not come to school. If your child develops
symptoms of any illness, you will be called to pick up your child in an urgent manner to limit the spread.

Contact Us

Once school gets started, please feel free to email or call your child’s teacher at the school at 519-452-8240 if
you have any questions or concerns. Check out the Welcome to Kindergarten section of our website for
additional information about kindergarten and getting ready for school @
https://jackchambers.tvdsb.ca/en/our-school/welcome-to-kindergarten.aspx

We are looking forward to an exciting year with you and your child!

Sincerely,

JJack Chanbers” Kindergarten Team

Be sure to follow us on

Facebook at www.facebook.com/JackChambersPS

And

X at @jchambersTVDSB
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Things to practice to get ready for school:

Opening lunch containers and packages

Zippers and putting on shoes

Independence with bathroom routine

Walking to school

Using scissors

Printing with a pencil and colour with crayons

Your morning routine

Putting on a sweater or jacket

Waiting for their turn

Look for more suggestions in the Countdown Calendar!
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Take home ‘Get Ready for School’ pail of supplies has been
funded by the Parent Involvement Funds


https://jackchambers.tvdsb.ca/en/our-school/welcome-to-kindergarten.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/JackChambersPS

