
                                    Jack Chambers School Council 

                                                             

February 26, 2025 

6:30 pm – Jack Chambers Library 

Welcome and call meeting to order @ 6:38pm 
Motion: Amita 
Second: Jody 
 

Council attendance: Jonathan Somerville, Ms. Friday, Sally Chamberlain, Claire Roch, Lameese Chahbar, Amita 
Rawat, Jody Fisher, Simone Zamper, Aradhna Bagga, Sue Seara 

 
1.Approval of previous minutes (Jonathan Somerville): 
Motion: Jody 
Second: Amita 
 
2. Administration Report (Frank Letsos & Sally Chamberlain):  
-academic: EQAO May 26-29th, we have chosen early, to get it done, aligns with Grade 8 trip dates, can’t do 
anything else, whole school is in stand still, non-disturb environment, won’t interfere with end of year field trips, 
math plan for the year –2-year plan, comes from the Ministry, Thames Valley creates a board plan, then Jack 
Chambers creates a plan, know your math content, know our students, Sally talking about TVDSB Math Action 
Plan, next area is language, we are doing diagnostic math testing for Primary called Acadience, assessment tool, 
science of reading (ministry), it has shifted how we teach kids how to read, to help teachers develop new teaching 
strategies. This new assessment tool is helping us get a baseline of where our Primary grades on how well they can 
read. It is a bit late to do assessments, but we are currently doing our mid-year results to compare to our earlier 
results. We are getting to the science of reading and applying it in the classroom.  
 
Ms. Friday says there has been some great improvements from both diagnostic results. The results will come out 
on report cards at some point. We can compare our results to the board; we are not comparing school to school 
yet. The tests are done through board office reps for now, but teachers will end up administering the tests after 
training.  Digital access in the future for grades 3, 4, 5, 6. This is assessment system not a substitute for Lexia, it a 
tool that can pinpoint what specific parts of literacy students are struggling. JC has 50 licenses for lexia only 
because it is very expensive and therefore the new diagnostic tool could help access more interventions to help 
students to read.  
 
-safe schools: students are now completing student climate surveys to help guide school admin to see what 
concerns students and their families have currently. 
 
-school organizations: projections are already starting to project what staffing needs will be in the Fall. New 
registration of FDK plus current population.  
 
3. Student Representative Report (Claire Roche & Lameese Chahbar): 
 
-students have completed the safe school survey, volleyball is ending, both girls and boys are in the city finals this 
Friday,  
 
-Grade 8 Grad Ceremony meeting coming up for parents organizing Dance portion 
 
-Swim Tests coming up for Grade 8 Camping Trip 
 
-Candy-grams: totals not in yet on how it raised yet,  
                
4. Treasurer Report (Amita Rawat): Update on current bank account balance as of December January 2025.  
-school council $6,328.80 Lottery $2,412.72. Don’t have Domino's pizza statement yet for this month.  
 
 

 



5. Hot Lunch Report (Andre LeFort): Program continues to roll on, we’ll be firming up vendors and schedule for 
25/26 in the coming months.  
 
-different vendors for next year, survey out to families, if we want individual boxes, then this helps teachers and 
helps makes it easier, 
 
Sally: student helpers, volunteers, not showing up, so Sally’s other school: Princess Anne has also got to individual 
boxes too.  
 
-getting enough volunteers for increasing frequency of hot lunches would be a concern for changing what we are 
doing 
 
-volunteer coordination can be tricky, total number of classrooms approx. 30,  
 
7. PRO Grant Application (Andre LeFort) 
PRO Grant funding application was approved; we’ve received $3,000 in funding. Andre is completing the selection 
of STEM activities for the evening and supporting Mr.Maartens with the purchasing. 
 
The event is: STEM Night 
Date: Late April 2025 
 
Can I get a list of volunteers to coordinate the event with Andre: 

• tbd 

• tbd 

• tbd  
 
-setting up, clean up, student volunteers, tables and chairs, bring out all the board games from last year, but we 
want to purchase new equipment with this grant money, Mr. Maarten's and Andre will do it.  
 
-ok so first we need to set to STEM night so we can have Brazilian Restaurant night after this evening, so we need 
to talk to Martha to perhaps adjust the date. 
 
9. Concession Stand for Volleyball Tournament (Jonathan Somerville) 
Jonathan to provide a recap and update on the tournament fundraiser 
 
-everything ran fine on $665.63 (ran out of pizza but sold most items) 
 
10. Outdoor Playground Climber Fundraising (Sue Seara): 
Updates and information on corporate donations for the playground climber. Discuss what our best options for 
2025 and create a plan on who contacts which company to inquire about their ability to support.  
-Grant Applications Update 
A) Jonathan:  
-Walmart: eligible for this grant, application is complete, we might not hear anything until the Fall/receiving 
-Sifton: eligible for this grant, application is complete, we might not hear anything, some info might be best guess 
 
B) Simone: 
-MLSE: ineligible you must meet criteria for very type of student population 
-Hydro 1: already closed 
 
C) Ester: 
-Jays Care Foundation: closed in January so we missed the deadline 
-Scotia Bank: financial statement, letter from the school, not sure when it closes May 15th, Sept 15th  
 
D) Jody: 
-Canada Post Community Foundation: Beneficiary organization name or registration number, Financial Plan 
statements for what school accounts, or Thames Valley or is it Jack Chambers, we need to ask Lori, closes this 
Friday 2pm 
-Medavie Active Living: 
 
E) Andre: (absent) 
-Westell Development 



 
 
F) Amita: 
- I went through each of these categories for gathering more details. As I mentioned earlier today, it is very specific 
and doesn't make us eligible for these grants. 
https://www.petergilganfoundation.org/grant-program/children-youth-families/ 
 
 
 
11. New ideas and things to discuss (everyone) 
-Spirit wear 
-Jonathan asking why Spirit wear is closed now, can it be opened again? 
-it's opened in November but wondering if we could also ask for it to be opened before Easter for summer wear. 
- 
 
Open discussion. Is there something you’d like to discuss next meeting and have added to the agenda?  
-do we have cameras in the common areas of the school (questioned asked by Amita) 
-Sally’s response to this question: a lot of money, a lot of wiring, fill it out a form as to why you think your school 
deserves a camera, typically a lot of vandalism, a lot of student behaviour issues, frequency and severity of issues 
is what warrants whether schools get cameras,  
 

• Fundraiser for Grade 8 Grad 

• Chambers Day 2025 

 
Adjournment @  
Motion:  Jonathan    Second: Jody 

 
Next meeting Apr 30th, @ 6:30pm 


