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“Children should learn their number facts. 
However they would benefit from learning 
their facts by using an increasingly 
sophisticated sense of strategies rather than 
by jumping directly to memorization.”              

   (Lawson, 2016) 

Knowing your facts: Just one of the “basics” 

What do you think of when you hear, “getting back to 
the basics” in mathematics? Well, the basics can mean 
anything from counting, to computation, to problem 
solving. But basic facts refers to the set of single digit 
number facts for addition and multiplication, and their 
related subtraction and division facts. For example 7 + 8, 

15 - 7, 5 x 6, 30 ÷ 6, are all basic facts. 

One of the fundamental skills that children need to have 
in mathematics is to master their basic facts. Mastering 
math facts involves understanding and recalling math 
facts using a variety of strategies.  

How Should Children Master Math Facts? 

Most children will learn math facts gradually over a 
number of years. During this time, they should be 
encouraged  to use what they already know to help them 
solve for facts they don’t know yet. For example, to solve 
for 6 x 8, they may use the known fact 5 x 8 = 40 and add 
one more group of 8 to get 48. Over time this reasoning 
will help children master facts and eventually become 
more fluent.  

The goal is not memorization of facts, but automaticity 
which is the ability to perform operations with little or no 
effort.  

 

 
 
 

Games to Master Math Facts 
 
Games are fun to play over and over again, and therefore 
are an excellent way to provide repeated practise for 
students to learn their facts. When your child is not able 
to immediately recall a fact, encourage them to use what 
they do know to help them solve it rather than simply 
telling them the answer.   

TRY THESE GAMES: 

Salute X3 

Instructions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9yTr_6spIE 

 

You need: 2 players                                                              
One deck of cards (A to 10)                                            

 Player 1 puts a card a their head (without looking)                                                     
Player 2 multiplies that number by 3 and tells them the 
product.                                                                               
Player 1 figures out the card on their head. If they are 
right, they keep the card.    

This game can be played using any other 
multiplication fact. It can also be played to 
practise addition and subtraction facts.                 

Addition Challenge 

One deck of cards (A to 10) 

Players split a deck of cards and flip over the top two 
cards at the same time. They add their own cards and the 
person with the largest sum takes all the cards. Person 
with the most cards at the end of the game wins. 

This game can also be played to practice subtraction and 
multiplication. 

 

Here are several more dice and card games to practice 
math facts.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

https://www.granby.k12.ct.us/uploaded/faculty/wyzika/
Dice_and_Card_Games_to_Practice_Math_Facts.pdf 

Have fun playing and mastering facts with your child. 

Game on! 
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